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New Form: Notification of Alternative Forms of  
Financial Responsibility (REG 5085) 

 

Revised and Renamed Form 
The Commercial Insurance Notification (REG 5085) has been revised and renamed the 
Notification of Alternative Forms of Financial Responsibility (REG 5085 and  
REG 5085 Spanish). The information in this memo applies to both the English and 
Spanish versions. 

Notification of Alternative Forms of Financial Responsibility 
The revised REG 5085 (see attached) can be used by individuals or business entities 
covered by the following types of alternative financial responsibility, which are not 
required to be reported electronically. 
• A commercial/business liability insurance policy 

• A cash deposit 

• Self-insurance 

• A surety bond 

The REG 5085 forms are available online at www.dmv.ca.gov. If necessary, larger 
quantities may be ordered; refer to the information at 
www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/brochures/fast_facts/ffdmv1.htm. The old REG 5085 form
may only be used by business entities with commercial/business liability insurance
(see VIN 2006-17) until supplies are exhausted. 

Original and Transfer Applications  
The new registered owner must complete the new REG 5085 form if that owner is: 

• A business entity (name includes Company, Co., Corporation, INC, DBA, LLC, 
LTD, etc.).  

• An individual(s) who indicates he/she has an alternative form of financial 
responsibility for his/her private-use vehicle. 

PFR/IRP Vehicles  
The revised REG 5085 does not change existing procedures for Permanent Fleet 
Registration (PFR) or International Registration Plan (IRP) vehicles. The REG 5085 is 
not required to add a vehicle to an existing PFR account or for vehicles registered in 
IRP.  
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Background 
Vehicle Code §16058 requires electronic reporting of all private-use automobile liability 
policies to the department. Commercial or business insurance carriers and customers 
with alternative types of insurance are exempt from electronic reporting. The REG 5085 
has been revised to include all alternative forms of financial responsibility that are 
exempt from electronic reporting. 

References 
Vehicle Code §16058 
VIN Memo 2006-16 
VIN Memo 2006-17 

Distribution 
Notification that this memo is available online at www.dmv.ca.gov under Publications 
was made via e-mail alert in February 2008. 

Contact  
Call the DMV Customer Communications Section at (916) 657-6560 for further 
clarification of this memo. Upon request, this document can be produced in Braille or 
large print.  

 
KEN MIYAO, Acting Deputy Director 
Communication Programs Division 
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A. VEHICLE INFORMATION


B. COMMERCIAL INSURANCE INFORMATION


C. CASH DEPOSIT


D. SELF-INSURANCE


E. SURETY BOND


F. SIGNATURE


VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER  VEHICLE MAKE


LICENSE PLATE NUMBER (IF AVAILABLE) CA NUMBER (IF AVAILABLE) YEAR MODEL


NAME OF INSURED


NAME OF INSURANCE COMPANY   NAIC NUMBER


COMMERCIAL POLICY NUMBER  POLICY EXPIRATION DATE


DEPOSIT NUMBER


SELF INSURANCE NUMBER  EXPIRATION DATE


NAME OF INSURED


NAME OF INSURANCE COMPANY SURETY BOND NUMBER EXPIRATION DATE


SIGNATURE  DATE


PRINTED NAME OF PERSON SIGNING  DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER


NOTIFICATION OF ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY


I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and 
correct.


REG 5085 (REV. 11/2007)  


x 


A Public Service Agency


You must maintain financial responsibility on any vehicle you own that is operated or parked on California highways. Proof of 
financial responsibility must be provided to the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) within 30 days of receipt of a registration 
card for a newly-aquired vehicle. If not received within 30 days, a warning notice will be sent to you requesting acceptable 
proof of financial responsibility be submitted to the DMV. The warning notice will reflect a possible suspension date; if proof 
of financial responsibility is not received prior to the suspension date your vehicle registration will be suspended.


If your vehicle is covered by an alternative form of financial responsibility as listed below, it is recommended that a copy be 
attached and presented along with this form at the time your initial registration application is submitted, to notify DMV of 
compliance with financial responsibility requirements.


My vehicle is covered by the following type of Alternative Financial Responsibility coverage:


 Commercial Insurance A commercial/business liability insurance policy (fleet insurance identification card or a   
 copy of the Declarations Page of your policy).


 Cash Deposit A copy of the DMV acknowledgement letter showing the deposit number.


 Self-Insurance A copy of the DMV acknowledgement letter with the assigned self-insured number and   
 the expiration date.


 Surety Bond A surety bond for $35,000 from a company licensed to do business in California.


(   )







A. DATOS DEL VEHÍCULO


B. DATOS DEL SEGURO COMERCIAL


C. DEPÓSITO EN EFECTIVO


D. SEGURO POR CUENTA PROPIA


E. FIANZA DE SEGURIDAD


F. FIRMA


NÚMERO DE IDENTIFICACIÓN O SERIE DEL VEHÍCULO  MARCA DEL VEHÍCULO


NÚMERO DE PLACAS (SI ESTÁ DISPONIBLE) NÚMERO CA (SI ESTÁ DISPONIBLE) AÑO DEL MODELO


NOMBRE DEL ASEGURADO 


NOMBRE DE LA COMPAÑÍA DE SEGUROS  NÚMERO NAIC


NÚMERO DE PÓLIZA COMERCIAL  FECHA DE VENCIMIENTO DE LA PÓLIZA


NÚMERO DEL DEPÓSITO


NÚMERO DEL SEGURO POR CUENTA PROPIA  FECHA DE VENCIMIENTO


NOMBRE DEL ASEGURADO


NOMBRE DE LA COMPAÑÍA DE SEGUROS NÚMERO DE LA FIANZA DE SEGURIDAD FECHA DE VENCIMIENTO


FIRMA  FECHA


NOMBRE EN LETRA DE MOLDE DE LA PERSONA QUE FIRMA NÚMERO DE TEL. DURANTE EL DÍA


Certifico (o declaro) bajo pena de perjurio, conforme a las leyes del Estado de California, que lo anterior es verdadero 
y correcto.


REG 5085 SPANISH (REV. 11/2007) ENGLISH (REV 11/2007)


Agencia de Servicio Público


NOTIFICACIÓN DE FORMAS ALTERNATIVAS DE RESPONSABILIDAD FINANCIERA
Usted deberá mantener responsabilidad financiera para cualquier vehículo de su propiedad que sea operado o estacionado 
en las carreteras de California. Se debe proporcionar prueba de responsabilidad financiera al Departamento de Vehículos 
Motorizados (DMV) en un plazo de 30 días de haber recibido la tarjeta de matrícula (circulación) para un vehículo recientemente 
adquirido. Si dicha prueba no se recibe dentro de los 30 días, se le enviará por correo un aviso de advertencia solicitando que 
le presente al DMV prueba aceptable de responsabilidad financiera. Dicho aviso reflejará una posible fecha de suspensión. 
Si no se recibe prueba de responsabilidad financiera antes de la fecha de suspensión, se suspenderá la matrícula de su 
vehículo.
Si su vehículo está amparado por una de las formas alternativas de responsabilidad financiera enumeradas a continuación, 
se recomienda que se adjunte una copia y se presente junto con este formulario cuando se presente la solicitud inicial 
de matrícula a fin de notificar al DMV que se cumple con los requisitos de responsabilidad financiera.


Mi vehículo está amparado por el siguiente tipo de cobertura Alternativa de Responsabilidad Financiera:


 Seguro comercial Una póliza de seguro de responsabilidad civil comercial/de negocio (tarjeta de    
  identificación de seguro de flota o una copia de la Página de Declaraciones de su póliza)


 Depósito en efectivo Una copia de la carta de acuse de recibo del DMV que muestre el número del depósito.
 Seguro por cuenta propia Una copia de la carta de acuse de recibo del DMV que muestre el número asignado de   


  seguro por cuenta propia y la fecha de vencimiento.
 Fianza de seguridad Una fianza de seguridad de $35,000 expedida por una compañía autorizada para hacer   


  negocios en California.


(   )
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